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THE  GUINEA-PIG OR CAVY

Guinea-pigs are quaint little pets, easy to manage and to feed

when one has a large garden.   They are quite defenceless and

always gentle.

separate   varieties   though   only   two    birds you will

If you decide to
take up fowls you can
begin in one of several
ways. You can, in the
autumn, purchase
pullets (i.e., young
hens) and if you buy
from a good poultry
farm the birds will
probably have teen
running over corn
stubbles. You can buy
day-old chicks in April
and give them to a
reliable broody hen to
rear. Or you can buy
a setting of eggs and
slip them under a
broody hen, the period
of incubation being
twenty-one days.

Housing.    For your
need a roosting-shed

main groups.

In   the   first   group   we   have   the
" general   purpose"   fowls,   such   as
Rhode      Island    Reds,     Orpingtons,
Wyandottes, Sussex, Plymouth Rocks
and   so   forth.    With   these   breeds
the  hens  make   dependable  mothers
ancl the cockerels can
be fattened to" a good
size for table.   In the                4*

other group come the
" light " breeds, such
as Leghorns and
Anconas. Here the
cockerels never attain
to a great size and the
hens do not go broody.
For children, however,
Leghorns are probably
the best breed of all
to take up, White
Leghorns in the coun-
try and birds with
dark plumage for town
gardens. Leghorns
are small, active fowls
but they lay remark-
ably well and their
eggs are large.

equipped with perches and nesting
boxes and a run adjoining with sides
and roof of wire netting. The best
flooring for the shed would be plain
earth rammed down firm and sprinkled
with sifted ashes. The soil of the run
should be turned over with a garden

MR.  PRICKLES, THE HEDGEHOG

If you make a point of feeding a hedgehog at the same regular
time each evening with a saucerful of bread and milk he will
come for his meal and get to know you.